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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

 

The Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie presents  

"The Mastery of Time" exhibition at the Biennale des Antiquaires 

 

Curated by the Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie, "The Mastery of Time" 

exhibition, which traces the history of time measurement from its origins to the 

present day, travels to the Grand Palais in Paris for the Biennale des 

Antiquaires, this coming September 10th to 18th. In an exclusive presentation, 

some one hundred clocks and watches, loaned by the Foundation's 26 partner-

brands, demonstrations of watchmaking's métiers d’art and an original virtual 

reality experience await visitors. 

Paris, September 5 2016 – For the first time, the Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie is 

showing one of its major exhibitions at the Biennale des Antiquaires. Over eight days, 

against the backdrop of the Grand Palais, "The Mastery of Time" delivers centuries of 

history to admirers of fine horological mechanics and reveals to them the skills and 

techniques within the art of watchmaking. Unique expertise, innovations and the 

synergies between the different professions are conveyed through an original 

scenography in three parts: an exhibition of timepieces on loan from foremost 

museums and the Foundation's 26 partner-brands, workbench demonstrations by 

artisans and watchmakers, and a virtual reality experience. They make up the stages 

in a fascinating discovery of the measurement of time. 

 

Some one hundred historically significant timepieces illustrate the constant ingenuity 

deployed over the centuries in order to conquer our temporal environment. 

The exhibition will immerse visitors in the pivotal moments of this incessant quest to 

capture time. Together they show the major creations and different stages of 

development which have made time measurement one of Man's greatest 

achievements, as well as a fabulous canvas for the métiers d'art. 

 

A watchmaker, an enameller, an engraver, a gem-setter and a jeweller will show off 

their fascinating skills with workbench demonstrations. These extraordinary and 

talented artists perpetuate noble crafts, some of which have all but disappeared. 

Through them, visitors will grasp the full significance of the term "Haute Horlogerie" 

as the sum of many talents and a complex discipline which calls equally on manual 
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skill and a creative mind to rise to the most extraordinary challenges. A virtual reality 

experience provides a complete immersion in the life of a nineteenth-century watch-

wearer and provides an entertaining conclusion to an exhibition that spans past, 

present and future. 

 

From sundials to contemporary complicated mechanisms, the Grand Palais will come 

alive with this evocation of some of the milestones in the "Mastery of Time". This is a 

unique opportunity for horology to be part of the Biennale des Antiquaires, a foremost 

gathering which from 2017 becomes an annual event. This twenty-eighth edition will 

feature 125 exhibitors from 14 countries. 

 

Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie 

The Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie (FHH) is the guardian of technical and precious Fine 

Watchmaking, a world beyond compare. Created in 2005 at the initiative of its three founders - 

Audemars Piguet, Girard-Perregaux and the Richemont group - the Foundation has grown with the 

years, gaining in size and scope. Through its action and commitment, it stands out as an authority on 

Fine Watchmaking whose values it promotes and upholds worldwide. 

All part of the Fine Watchmaking perimeter, the 26 brands, through their funding, contribute to the 

FHH's activities. These projects are relayed by a dozen local delegations which lead initiatives aimed 

at the partner-brands, the main retailers, the media and watch enthusiasts. 

The 26 partner-brands: 

A. Lange & Söhne, Audemars Piguet, Bovet, Bulgari, Cartier,  Chanel, Chopard, Christophe Claret,  

De Bethune, F.P.Journe, Girard-Perregaux, Greubel Forsey, Hermès, IWC, Jaeger-LeCoultre, Louis 

Vuitton, MB&F, Montblanc, Officine Panerai, Parmigiani, Piaget, Richard Mille, Roger Dubuis, Tag 

Heuer, Vacheron Constantin, Van Cleef & Arpels 

 

 

 

Biennale des Antiquaires – Grand Palais 

September 10th – 18th 2016 

11am – 8pm 

Thursday September 15th until 11pm 

www.biennale-paris.com 

 

Press enquiries: Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie - Geneva 

Agnès de Bonnecorse- Le Métayer: agnes.lemetayer@hautehorlogerie.org 

http://www.biennale-paris.com/

